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	SACU President - Michael Wood
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Michael, who is Professor of Public History at the University of Manchester, is a historian and television documentary maker whose books and programmes on British history, on India and on China have been hugely popular with large audiences over many years.  We are thrilled to have so prominent a new President to work actively with us in promoting a better understanding of China.

Indeed, Michael will be hitting the ground running as we are pleased to announce his first two public talks for SACU as its President. In the Spring there will be one on his co-production for CCTV and BBC Du Fu: China’s Greatest Poet which he describes as ‘a road movie in the footsteps of Du Fu’ - the film has readings of the poetry by Sir Ian McKellen. In the Autumn he will be talking about his soon to be published book The Story of China.







	Michael has had a full and varied career gathering an enormous amount of expertise and experience over forty years. As a historian broadcaster and film maker he has brought history alive for viewers and readers in Britain, the US and worldwide. He is the author of several highly praised and best-selling books on English history including number one best sellers In Search of the Dark Ages and Domesday, and also The Story of England. He has made 120 documentary films, among them In the Footsteps of Alexander the Great (to date seen in over 150 countries and territories) and The Story of India, which the Wall Street Journal described as ‘still the gold standard’ of documentary history making’. Michael’s Story of England series (BBC) was called by The Independent ‘the most innovative history series ever on TV’.  Of His recent Story of China (BBC 2), the state news agency in China, Xinhua, said it had "transcended the barriers of ethnicity and belief and brought something inexplicably powerful and touching to the TV audience”.

Michael’s interest in China began at school with AC Graham’s Poetry of the Late T’ang, was extended at Oxford where he shared a house with a Sinologist and continued with visits to China from the early eighties, first filming there in the late eighties. Since 2013 he has made a dozen visits making films, above all for the six-part Story of China which set out to give the general viewer an introduction to the grand sweep and creative riches of Chinese history. It has since been seen on PBS in America and in many other countries across the world. His feature articles on China and Chinese culture have appeared in The Guardian, Telegraph, Daily Mail and Radio Times. More recently in 2018 he made a series of films on Deng Xiaoping’s Opening Up and Reform 40 years ago, whose promo this year on the TenCent website had 100 million hits in 24 hours. He will continue his links with China with the forthcoming ‘China’s Greatest Poet', a coproduction for CCTV and BBC. His next book project, his first major book in nine years, is The Story of China, due for publication in September 2020.

Currently Professor of Public History at the University of Manchester, Michael has honorary degrees from many UK universities and  is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, the Royal Society of Arts and the Society of Antiquaries; He is a recipient of the Historical Association’s Medlicott Medal for ’outstanding services and current contributions to History’ and recently received the British Academy President’s Medal  for services to History and outreach. Michael continues to make films with his company Maya Vision with his partner the award-winning producer director Rebecca Dobbs.










	
About Us

The Society for Anglo-Chinese Understanding (SACU) was founded in 1965 to promote understanding and friendship between the British and Chinese people.

It is open to all who subscribe to these aims.




SACU’s mission is to promote understanding and advance the education of the UK public in all aspects of China and the Chinese people by:

	providing facts and analysis about China – not uncritically but always from a firm base of friendship
	helping the British people to understand the meaning of China – past and present
	promoting friendship and mutual respect between the peoples of China and the UK





 SACU aims to promote understanding:

	to help the UK flourish in a world increasingly influenced by China
	to help overcome misplaced suspicion and increase understanding of China within the UK
	to help members progress their China-related interests and so to help SACU thrive













	Talking Heads

Kerry Brown - "The ingredients and the recipe"


https://sacu.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Kerry-Brown.mp4

 









Upcoming Events

		
				
								
				
					The Society for Anglo-Chinese Understanding/Peking University ESSAY/ ART COMPETITION 2023-2024
				


								

				
				
					November 4, 2023 - May 10, 2024				


							
	
				
								
				
					The Mission! – The Portico Library, Manchester
				


								

				
				
					April 18 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm				
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	Who We Are


Michael Wood
President
As a historian broadcaster and film maker Michael has brought history alive for viewers and readers in Britain, the US and worldwide. He is the author of several highly praised and best-selling books on English history including number one best sellers In Search of the Dark Ages and Domesday, and also The Story of England. Michael’s interest in China began at school with AC Graham’s Poetry of the Late T’ang, was extended at Oxford where he shared a house with a Sinologist and continued with visits to China from the early eighties, first filming there in the late eighties.  Since 2013 he has made a dozen visits making films, above all for the six-part Story of China which set out to give the general viewer an introduction to the grand sweep and creative riches of Chinese history. Michael has been President of SACU since January 2020.





Chris Nash
Incoming Chair
SACU is delighted to announce that the Council has approved Chris Nash to become the next chair of SACU. Chris will be formally elected to the Council at the September 2023 AGM. Chris was able to demonstrate to the Council extensive experience in leading education organisations in both China and the UK and that he has an approach which focuses on inclusion and building consensus. Based in Beijing, Chris not only has a deep understanding of China but experience in bridging the gap between China and the West. This is best illustrated in his role as Head Teacher for a Beijing based school that supports Chinese students to secure university places in the UK and other English-speaking countries. Prior to this, Chris was the Head Teacher at several state schools in areas of London with comparatively high levels of inequality.
Chris invites you to read his Chair’s Blog which will be regularly updated in our Articles page.





Zoe Reed
Outgoing Chair
Zoe Reed has been SACU's Chair since 2009. She has a direct interest in building links and understanding with China as her father was Chinese - however she did not meet him until the 1990's when she traced him to his home town of Lanzhou, Gansu province. Her father came to UK under the sponsorship of Joseph Needham and hence Zoe's commitment to building SACU. Zoe is a Director in an NHS Foundation Trust which provides mental health services and is married with two grown up children.
In 2016 Zoe wrote a book illuminating the history of British-Chinese relations, "A Bridge Between Hearts"





Peter Farrar
Vice Chair
Peter’s interest in China began when he moved to Beijing in 2012. He first learned Chinese and then read a Master in Public Policy at Peking University, studying China’s modern history, politics and economic development and writing his thesis on China’s hukou household registration system. Now back in the UK, Peter became SACU Vice-Chair in 2021.




Jacob Holliday
Secretary
Jacob is a recently-joined member of SACU, and is currently serving as SACU Secretary. He first became interested in China while studying politics as an undergraduate, and later completed an MA in China Studies at Peking University as a Yenching Scholar. He has lived in Beijing, Chongqing, Zhejiang and Taipei as a student and language teacher. He is currently training to become a Secondary Maths teacher.




Ros Wong
Membership and Events
Ros Wong (née Lawton) joined SACU in 1972 after graduating with a degree in Chinese Studies from the University of Leeds. In 1977 she joined the SACU delegation to China when she was Secretary of the Merseyside Branch of SACU. After a working life as a Librarian in public libraries, Ros has taken up an active retirement supporting SACU’s work. Ros became SACU’s Programme Co-ordinator after the 50th Anniversary symposium and joined SACU Council in 2016





Walter Fung
China Eye Editor
Walter Fung has been a member of SACU since 1983 and has served on Council since 2000. He has a degree in Chemistry and is a retired textile technologist. Since his retirement he has gone back to his roots and is interested in all aspects of Chinese history and culture. He is especially interested in the early Chinese community in the UK and overseas Chinese communities in general. He has travelled extensively and has been to China many times.




Pete Jarvis
IT
Pete is the IT team at SACU! He became interested in China whilst hearing stories about his great uncle George Hogg, from George's sister Rosemary. Pete spent a wonderful few months backpacking in China in the late 80s and returned in 2016. This is where he met Jenny Clegg which started his involvement in SACU.




Frances Wood
Vice President
Frances Wood attended SACU meetings when still at school and then studied Chinese at Cambridge, joining the first SACU Youth Tour to China in 1971. She worked in the Chinese section of SOAS Library and eventually became Curator of the Chinese Collections in the British Library, retiring in 2013. She has travelled extensively in China and written many books, including The Blue Guide to China, The Silk Road, Did Marco Polo Go To China? The Lure of China, The Forbidden City, The Diamond Sutra, Betrayed Ally and Great Books of China amongst other things.





Jenny Clegg
Vice President
Jenny has been a member of SACU since the 1970s, serving on the Council of Management for a number of years.  In the 1980s she was an education worker based in Manchester’s Chinatown before moving into higher education as a lecturer in Asia Pacific Studies. She has visited China many times: as a member of several SACU delegations, as a tour leader and as a researcher on China’s rural reforms.  Jenny's particular academic interest has been in China's cooperative economy and since retiring she has continued to research and write about China and Chinese matters. She is a member of the International Committee for the Promotion of Chinese Industrial Cooperatives.




Rob Stallard
Vice President
Rob Stallard is a software developer and I.T. consultant. He met Joseph Needham while studying at Caius College, Cambridge. He joined SACU in 1988 after attending evening classes with Chinese tutor, and SACU member, David Wright. Rob has served on Council as Treasurer and as Secretary and is now a Vice President. Rob developed and maintained SACU's web site from 1995 to 2017.




Jane Hadley
Vice President
Jane has enjoyed a lifelong interest in China, its people and culture. She engages with the Chinese people in her local community and encourage the families and children to learn about, and be proud of, their Chinese heritage. She is often invited to give talks about China to local school children and community groups and is always pleased to share her interests with them.

Jane has been a member of the  SACU Council of Management for 24 years and served as Chair and Treasurer. She was appointed Vice President in 2008.





Andrew Hicks
Council Member
Andrew Hicks first became fascinated with China and its culture when a lecturer in Law at the University of Hong Kong during the seventies. Going on to lecture at the National University of Singapore and later settling in Thailand for some years, he lived in Asia and Chinese related communities for over twenty years. Now back in UK, being a Council member of SACU enables him to share his passion for all things Chinese. In 2015 Andrew wrote "A True friend to China".




Barnaby Powell
Council Member
Barnaby Powell has been involved in private sector development in the Chinese world for over 40 years, living in Asia for 20 of these. With Alex Mackinnon he has written China Calling, China Counting and 2018 – China goes Critical. He speaks to schools, universities and business groups on ‘The Meaning of China’ and the importance of understanding Chinese culture.





Iris Yau
丘 靜雯 Iris Yau FRSA FHEA, an Educator and Curator, a Fellow of the Royal Society of the Arts, Manufactures and Commerce (RSA); a Fellow of the Higher Education Academy UK (Advance HE).
Iris has a Master’s degree in Academic Practice in Art, Design and Communication. Prior to teaching in higher education, Iris was in Global Fashion Buying, Sourcing and Range Building, she has worked with high-end international fashion houses including Yves Saint Laurent, and Burberry...
Iris champions equality, diversity, inclusion, and practice-based social justice. She has written, curated and produced exhibitions including an autoethnography inspired Iris’s Silk Route at University of the Arts London; and Opium, Silk and the Missionaries in China at the Brunei Gallery, SOAS University of London, the exhibition is due to go on a nationwide tour and beyond
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