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A True friend to China
Andrew Hicks

The story of how the Friends Ambulance Unit ‘China Convoy’ brought medical supplies
and services to a devastated China in the dark years of the 1940s. This large-format book
includes the recently-discovered contemporary writings in China of the FAU’s Chungkingbased Transport Director, Jack Jones. Lavishly illustrated with over 500 photo images.
China in the late 1940s was another world, an ancient society still in the grips of feudalism,
desperately poor and in need of modernization. Jack Jones is among the few foreigners to have
written contemporary accounts of day-to-day life there. Together with his fellow members
of the Friends Ambulance Unit ‘China Convoy’, his long struggle to bring medical supplies
and services to the poorest regions of China is vividly evoked in this book. Written by him as
articles for the China Convoy’s newsletter and lost and unread for more than half a century,
they have recently been discovered in Quaker archives in London and Philadelphia. An edited
selection now tells the remarkable story of how Jack and his team battled against all the odds in
life-threatening situations to help relieve the overwhelming suffering of the Chinese people.
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A Unique Story of China
Jack Jones was an obsessive writer and with a bottle always to hand he tirelessly beat the keys of his
battered typewriter in the heat and humidity of the
Chungking transport depot. Published in the FAU’s
regular newsletter for a tiny audience of staff scattered across China, his articles were lost and forgotten until Andrew Hicks rediscovered them in the
Quaker archives in London and Philadelphia. This
book tells of a feudal China wracked by civil war, of
Jack’s personal story of his Quaker unit’s contribution to the Chinese people that toted neither guns,
drugs nor bibles.

Jack Jones’ China Writings
Jack tells engagingly of the FAU’s struggle to distribute medical supplies
across vast distances over washed out roads, using battered trucks that
broke down daily, facing the assaults of extreme heat and cold, of marauding soldiers, bandits and obstructive bureaucrats. Jack, with Lord Hugh,
the son of the Duke of Bedford on board, drove his truck off the edge of
the road, falling sixty feet into a ravine. He was captured by bandits and
beaten with the flat of a sword and he nearly died of typhus; improbable
tales but all true and powerfully told by Jack in the book. Somehow the
China Convoy succeeded in supplying hospitals against all the odds, thus
saving many lives, and weathering the arrival in Chungking of the communist regime, though not for very long before China was closed to foreigners.
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The story of a Quaker unit’s selfless efforts
in war-torn China, with a huge number of
never-before seen photographs
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